Name_______________________________

4 Paragraph Essay: How Plastic Affects Sea Life and the Environment

	For this (written or typed) essay, you will write four paragraphs (introduction, two body paragraphs, and a conclusion) about how trash affects a particular animal, and its surrounding environment.


Step 1: From the list below, pick an animal that you want to learn more about, and circle it. Specifically, you will research how plastic garbage affects the life of that animal. You are allowed to pick an animal that is not on the list! In the blank space next to the animal, write the particular type (example:  Fish: Tuna).  I you pick a “whale” or “seal” start by searching for a particular whale or seal species you want to research. 


turtles		seals		whales	gull	  	 albatross                    krill

Other animal:______________________ Other bird:_______________ Fish:____________________              


Step 2: Write down two to three facts about your animal that you researched.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 3: Where does your animal live? Describe the environment by listing two to three facts about it.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 4: How does trash affect the animal and its surrounding environment/habitat? Give two to three ways the animal and environment are affected.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________










4 Paragraph Essay Planning Sheet


Introduction (Using the info you collected, tell us what you essay is about. See Body 1 and Body 2): ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Transition sentence:____________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Body 1 (Tell us about your animal, and how the animal you chose is affected by trash) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Transition sentence:____________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


[bookmark: _GoBack]Body 2 (Tell us about your animal’s environment, and how the environment is affected by trash) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Transition sentence:____________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Conclusion (Restate the main points of your essay in a different way) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

